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present conditions of society. We suppress that
which is divine instead of changing that which is
human.

Fourier's remedy was to reconstruct society on what
he called rational and philosophical principles. He
was to abolish single families with all family instincts.
He was to introduce communities in which all might
have but one interest, where all rivalry in business
might end, and the natural loves of humanity be inno-
cently enjoyed without the base admixture of self-
interest. The communities were called phalanges.
Each was to consist of 1,800 persons of different ages.
A community was to live in a palace called the
phalanstere. Fourier gives in detail the amount of
land to be allotted to each community. He gives
plans of workshops and gardens. He shows how the
fields are to be cultivated, and how all are to share
the produce, while ample scope is to be given for the
natural ambition of men to work for the common
good.

About the time that Fourier was publishing his
schemes of social regeneration, Count St. Simon was
devoting himself to the same problem. The life of
St. Simon is of great interest. At the Eevolution he
was a young man, full of the new hopes that had
just been born into the world. After some experience
as a soldier under Washington, he returned to France,
and gave himself entirely to the regeneration of society.
He began by educating himself. He had been a
soldier, and now he became a merchant. Eetiring
with a realised fortune, he wished to become a savant.
He studied the physical sciences. He opened his